Introduction
First, Kivivuori, Suonpää and Lehti provide a comprehensive overview of the status quo in theory-based European homicide research. The authors have identified dozens of articles via bibliometric and scientometric methods and examined patterns and trends in types of European homicide research, the theories that underlie this work, and the scholars who are it carrying out. They find that European homicide research is expanding, with research increasingly focusing on sub-types of homicide rather than homicide in general. Of these sub-types, intimate partner homicide appears to be among those drawing the most attention in Europe.
Aebi and Linde assess homicide trends in 15 West European countries and seek to explain these trends by drawing from four major criminological theories. These trends show an increase in homicide from the mid-1960s to the early 1990s, and a decrease since then. The authors point to the strong association between the general homicide rate and the male homicide rate. These trends, in short, seem driven by violence among young men in public spaces. The authors suggest that the development of the Internet since the 1990s has led to young people spending less time in public spaces, and this is associated with an overall declining trend in homicide.
The contributions by Stamatel and by Corradi and Stöckl focus on intimate partner homicide, further evidencing Kivivuori et al.'s observation of the growing interest in this area. Whereas Stamatel examines cross-national differences in the levels of female homicide across Europe, Corradi and Stöckl take a policy-based approach. Stamatel assesses whether cross-national differences in female homicide rates are due to the same factors that explain cross-national homicide variation more generally, if they are the product of differences in gender dynamics across these countries, or if they are reflections of regional differences capturing varying historical and cultural trajectories. From a policybased perspective, Corradi and Stöckl provide a comprehensive overview on policy development on intimate partner homicide and examine how these developments influence the occurrence of this type of homicide across Europe.
In the final two contributions, we move from the macro-European level to specific nations. Bänziger and Killias draw attention to the patterns and explanations of unsolved homicides in Switzerland. Making use of a national homicide database, the authors are able to assess a wide range of details on case, victim and offender characteristics. Such analyses are unique, because the police statistics normally employed for such analyses typically lack such detailed information. Even though some of their findings correspond to US studies -in that victim characteristics and case circumstances influence homicide clearance rates similarly to in the US -they also find that in Switzerland the use of a firearm increases, rather than decreases, the likelihood that a homicide will be solved.
The homicide type that arguably most strikes the public's imagination is serial murder. Hall and Wilson use serial murder in the United Kingdom to build the groundwork for an integrated multi-level theory of homicide. Their theoretical foundation includes the broader political, economic and cultural forces that shape specific locations that are attractive to both perpetrators and victims of violence, and it connects these forces and spaces with individual motivations for violence. Together with the other unique contributions in this issue, we believe that this work will further accelerate the breadth and depth of ideas as European homicide research advances and matures.
